xfv                   EDITORS' FOREWORD

The reader lives once more through these tragic and hope-
ful years and perhaps gains fresh insight into events which
once overwhelmed him by their swiftness and complexity.
Professor Wecter writes with vividness and spirit but not at
the sacrifice of a studied effort at fairness. Believing that the
historian's function is to explain and interpret rather than
to advocate, he seeks to give a sympathetic portrayal of both
the Old Deal and the New. No one will leave his pages with-
out a clearer understanding of this critical period and of its
tremendous impact upon all phases of American civilization:
the family, the church, work, education, learning, letters,
taste, the arts, philanthropy, morals, recreation and the like.
A portion of the present work formed the basis for five lec-
tures which the author delivered in July, 1947, at North-
western University on the Harris Foundation.

The account stands complete in itself, but it is also the
thirteenth volume of A History of American Life, not con-
templated in the original design. While it was still in an early
stage of planning, Dixon Ryan Fox, my long-time associate
in editing the set, died of a sudden heart attack on January
30, 1945. The loss to historical scholarship as well as to the
cause of higher education was immeasurable. Fortunately he
had already impressed his ideas and standards upon the series,
and Professor Wecter and I have striven to fashion a book
that would have equaled his expectations.

A. ML S,